Bows! Bows! Bows!
by Jackie Topa
My Blog: www.jackietopa.com
The accompanying video for this tutorial is available on my blog.
For your convenience, the estimated time each bow appears in the video is in brackets

The Bunny Ear Bow (this bow appears 0:20 seconds into the video)

Ribbon: Narrow soft ribbon works best such as ½” Seam Binding, 1/8” or 3/8” Taffeta
Length: 12”

1. Fold ribbon in thirds.
2. Tie it in a knot
3. Fluff the loops and adjust the ends as you tighten the knot.

Loopy Bow

(this bow appears 1:00 minute into the video)
Ribbon: Narrow soft ribbon works best such as ½” Seam
Binding, 1/8” or 3/8” Taffeta
Length: 2 pieces; 30” and 6” long

1. Loosely wrap 30” of ribbon around your hand making sure the ends are on opposite sides.
2. Hold the loops with your thumb and tie the bow together with the 6” length of ribbon.
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The Sticky Strip Bow (this bow appears 2:00 minutes into the video)

Ribbon: Soft ribbons ¾” to 1” wide such as ¾” Chevron, 7/8” Cotton, 5/8” Organza
Length: 2 pieces 6” long plus 1 ½” of sticky strip
Additional Supplies: 1½” of sticky strip

1. Lay one 6” piece of ribbon vertically on your project, scrunch the centre a little and cover
with 1½” of sticky strip.
2. Make a loop with the other 6” piece of ribbon and stick it on the sticky strip.
3. Tie the vertical ribbon in a knot at the bottom of the loop.

The 2-4-6 Bow (this bow appears at 3 :40 in the video)
Ribbon: This bow works well with almost
any ribbon; Demim Jean Ribbon, Stitched
Stain Ribbon, Chevron, Cotton, Organza,
Burlap, Crochet and 7/16” Trim
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Length: 3 pieces; 2”, 4” and 6” (for wider ribbon like Burlap make pieces longer, shorten pieces
for narrow ribbon like Stitched Satin and Denim Jean ribbons.
Additional Supplies: Glue Dots

1. Fold the 6” piece of ribbon into a loop. Secure the ends with glue dots.
2. Fold the 4” piece into a loop and stick it to the top of the first loop
3. Use the 2” piece of ribbon to wrap around the centre.

Super Tiny Bow (this bow appears at 5:20 in the video)

Ribbon: Baker’s Twine
Length: enough to comfortably tie a bow (approximately 8”)

1. Tie a standard bow in bakers twine.
2. Lightly hold the knot and pull on one tail to make the loop smaller.
3. Do the same with the other side.
4. Pull on the loops to tighten.
5. Repeat steps 2-4 until your bow is as tiny as you’d like it.
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The Brad Bow (this bow appears at 6:00 in the video)

Ribbon: Soft ribbon works best such as ½” Seam Binding, 1/8” or 3/8” Taffeta. Thicker ribbons
are more difficult to fit between the prongs of the brad.
Length: 6”
Additional Supplies: Brads

1. Spread the prongs on the back of the brad.
2. Make a loop, pinch it into a bow and insert it between the prongs on the brad.
3. Squeeze the prongs of the brad back together to hold the bow.

The Double Brad Bow
Ribbon: Soft ribbon works best such as ½”
Seam Binding, 1/8” or 3/8” Taffeta. Thicker
ribbons are more difficult to fit between the
prongs of the brad.
Length: 13”
Additional Supplies: Brads
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1. Spread the prongs on the back of the brad.
2. Gather the loops into a bow and insert them between the prongs on the brad.
3. Squeeze the prongs of the brad back together to hold the bow.

The Brad Loop (my favorite for masculine cards)

Ribbon: Stiff thin ribbon ¾” to 1” wide such as the Organza or Cotton Ribbon
Length: 7”
Additional Supplies: Brads

1. Spread the prongs on the back of the brad.
2. Make a loop and insert it between the prongs on the brad.
3. Squeeze the prongs of the brad back together to hold the loop.
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One Loop Bow (this bow appears at 7:40 in the video)
Ribbon: Soft ribbon works best such as ½” Seam Binding, 1/8”
or 3/8” Taffeta
Length: enough to go around your project plus 8”

1. Wrap the ribbon around your project and tie it in a standard bow. 2. Pull one of the tails all
the way through instead of leaving it in a loop. 3. Tighten the knot and trim the ends.

The Finger Bow (Don’t panic! This bow is easier than it looks it appears at 8:45 in the video)

Ribbon: This bow is suitable for almost any ribbon because you can adjust the size of the bow.
Length: Approx. 12” but will depend on the type of ribbon and how large you make your bow.

1. Wrap the ribbon around your fingers like you would a scarf.
2. Take the tail that’s on top and stick it in the gap at the base of the ”V “ made by your
fingers.
3. Bring the tail up over the top and tie the two ends in a knot.
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The Fork Bow (this bow appears at 9:40 in the video)

Ribbon: The average size fork would work well with any ribbon that is ¼” to ½” wide
Length: 8” (any shorter is difficult to work with)
Additional Supplies: a Fork

1. Wrap the ribbon around the fork like you would a scarf.
2. Take the tail that’s on top and insert it in the opening between the prongs at the base of the
fork.
3. Bring the tail up over the top and tie the two ends in a knot.
4. Adjust and tighten your ends while the bow is still on the fork. Slip the bow off the fork
when you’re done.

The Tailless Fork Bow

Follow the directions for the Fork Bow but instead of pulling your ends down as you would for
a regular fork bow. Pull them straight, add some adhesive to the back and adhere the ends to
your project.
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The Stiffy Bow (this bow appears at 11:10 in the video)

Ribbon: Wide Stiff Ribbon such as Burlap
Length: 3 pieces; 3”, 12” and 14”
Additional Supplies: wire and a glue gun

1. Fold the ends of the 12” piece of burlap over and secure in the centre with wire.
2. Place the 14” piece below it and secure it to the bottom of the bow with wire.
3. Fold the 3” piece of burlap to make it narrower, wrap it around the centre of the bow and
attach it using it hot glue. Trim the end if necessary.
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The Peel and Stick Bow (a real time saver for classes this bow appears at 12:45 in the video)

Ribbon: Any Ribbon
Length: will vary
Additional Supplies: a 1” strip from a multipurpose adhesive sheet

1. Tie the ribbon in a standard bow while it’s still on the spool (this saves ribbon)
2. Stick the ribbon to the multipurpose adhesive strip.
3. When you’re ready to use your bows, peel the bow and stick it on your project.
Note: the best part about this bow is once you peel it off the All Purpose Adhesive Sheets,
there will be adhesive on both loops as well as on the tops of both tails so all the parts of the
bow will stay right where you stuck them.
Check out the video that accompanies this document. You can find it on my blog listed below
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